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Letter frem SUnlaclppt.
Rodhet, Him., February 18,1872.

To the Editor of the New National Era :

At last we have m University in which the
colored youth of SiiMiaaippi ere to be trained
in wiedom'a ways, and led to the fountains of

learning. On the reoommendation of Oot. Alcorn,the Legislature, at its last aeMion, pasted
an act creating Alcorn University, and empowereda Board of Trustees to locate, purv^>«»^jupdorganise an institution, such as

l ofmld''** to the imperative wants
oi am ,l ople and an honor to the State.
Though Gov. Alcorn has panned a public
coarse which we do not indone, we mast do
him the justice to say that he is the author and
the strongest supporter of our University. lie
christened it as bis "pet scheme," and urged
that it was a measure of justice to the colored
people of the State. The Legislature appropriatedthe princely earn of $$0,000 per annum e

for ten years, to Alcorn University, and the c

same amount to Oxford University. In additionto this, tbey both get the benefit of $100,- *]
000 in Agricultural college Scrip, wmcn was i

donated by Congress from public lands, on con- t

dition that a farm be purchased and an agri e

cultural chair established. The interest, only, r

on this amount is available, but it is amply j(
sufficient to provide for the instruction of our g
youth in the modus rperandi of farming scientificallyin the South. But the main feature of ^
onr University is the " Free Scholarship" sys- f,
tern. The law provides that for each Repre- n

tentative in the Legislature, one scholar shall 0

be admitted from the respective districts of the

Representatives, free of charge, including tuition,board, washing, lodging, Ac. The Universityreceives $100 per annum for each free
scholar, oat of the oommon school fand of the
ooanty from which he comes. The scholarships u

entitle the holders to schooling for four years, b

provided they maintain their standing in the '

University. The Board of Examiners, consistingof the Connty Superintendent of Education, g
together with the Clerk of Chancery Conrt and
the Chancellor of the District convene in annual

f examination, and grant certificate*. The ex- 1

animations are, as they should be, partly competitive.All of the schools meet the Board of 1

Examiners at their county seat, and the prises *

are earned off by those who best answer the 1

questions propounded. This plan, we appro- f
head, will have a healthy influence on the commonschools throughout the entire State. While
the faculty are teaching the students the science
of agriculture, they expect to raise enough on

the farm to meet all expenses in the line of
provisions; by this means they hope to be able
to receive all students who may come (except
those with free scholarships) for the small sum

of $100 per annum. The cheapness of educationhere has already brought the University
into favor with friends in other States, and a

amber of students in Louisiana have applied
for admission. Planted in the midst of a

people long perishing for want of intellectual
food, and having her doors thrown open to all
by such unparalleled cheapness in instruction,
we predict for Aloom University a great and
glorious work in the futnre.
Alcorn University is located in Claiborne

county, near Bodney, Mississippi. A more

central location would have been desirable, but 1

for reasons which we will explain the present £

its was ehosen. This University was for- c

merly known by t&e noma 01 uakiana uoilege.Tha present buildings were erected jut
prior to the war by the Presbyterian oborchea
Sooth, and coat, 1 understand, nearly $150,000.
Tha collage not being endowed, and lacking
poblic patronage, beoame hopelessly involved
in debt, and wu sold to tha State for $40,000 (

to redeem its liabilities. The State eoald not
have erected the buildings for even their
original cost, so that the misfortune of Oakland
College became the providential opportunity of
Alcorn University.
The University is situated in the midst 'of a

valuable farm of 240 acres, which was included
in the parchase. About 90 acres of this are

cleared land, and Dr. Bevels is out superintendingthe fencing of it, preparatory for the
"boys" to cultivate when the spring term
opens. About 30 acres are included in the
"compu" or college park, around which the
stately old buildings are situated in regular
semicircle. The " campus" is gently undulatingfrom all points of this half oircle toward
the centre and front. It is covered with a

forest of grand and proud oaks, festooned in
the mosey drapery of nature, and rearing their 1

lofty heads to the skies, in mute adoration of the
new libertv over which thev are now snardians.
Truly, tfaeM old oaks themselves must open their j
sap veins and weep tears of joy at the sight
which they now behold. As yea pass into the
"campus" through a spacious archway at either
end of the semicircle, the tiny tendrils of the
overhanging moss cling to the passer by and
whisper in his ear the gladsome news."IntellectualFreedom is here." The wandering winds
waft it to him, and the bills echo it far and
near. All nature seems animated with joy at
the great revolution which it has witnessed in
these precincts onoe sacred to the proud and
haughty chivalry of the South. The ohapel
bell which but a few years ago summoned the
aristocratic Southerner to bis duty, and which
then " brought no day" to the soul of the listeningslave, but bade him labor on for fear of
the lash, now finds an echo to its chimes in the
joyous hearts of a thousand new-born freemen.
The chapel is situated midway the semicircle,
and is a large, commodious, and valuable building.In the basement are the recitation halls,
nraver room, cabinet. laboratory. Ac. On the
second floor sre the library, )maseum, and a

large lecture-hall which will seat about a

thousand students. There are three elegant
brick dormitories, besides a number of cottages
and a large boarding-house for the accommodationof students. Another dormitory will soon
be erected; and a ladies' hall is also in projection,though the board has not yet taken flnal
action in regard to it. The Presidents mansion
is built on the old Southern style and adds to
the many attractions ef this classic soeae. The
Adelphie and Belle Lettre Society Halls stand
facing each other near the ends of the semicircle.Built for the aristoeraoy of the South, they
west planned on a regal scale. Their very look
is senatorial and genius-inspiring. The whole
sight is magniflcent, and we eaa proudly say
that few of the old colleges in the South possess
such advantages as are found here. Colored
people, look at your college I
Hers the haughty "ehirelxy" wens nurtured

in the fnlae doctrine* of Calhoun, end taught t
nake the enslavement of their fellow-men a par
of their creed. Here the dread hyena of slaver
reared it* senator head, and freedom dared no

approach within it* shadow. The poor slavi
lived on without light, without hope, and al
nost without God. Columbia hang her he*<
n shame, and freedom shrieked atthisdesecra
don of her maker's handiwork. But lo! thi
:hange I The humble are exalted and th<
>road are dashed down in the dust. Freedon
ia* come; not bodily freedom alone, bnt in
ellectual freedom; freedom to think. 1'hi
ingel of meroy hath spoken it, and we wit
trise and shatter the shackles from onr minds
Able teachers are in charge of this Univer

lity, and they are heartily engaged in the wort
o which they hare been appointed. Dr. Rev
tie says that it is their especial design to makf
he moral training of the students the standard
ind pride of Mississippi. We know that he i(
i man who baa tbe interests ot bis people
oo deeply at heart to neglect this great oppor
unity for their improvement. The colored
teople in the surrounding counties are enthn
lactic in its favor, and bid tbe faculty " God
peed in the good work." The term opens the
irst Monday in March, and a number ol
tudents are already on the grounds. Tbe col
rge omnibus meets all visitors and student*
it the landing and conveys them out free ol
harge.
Alcorn University is open to all students,

["here are, however, as you understand, twc
Jtiivers;»ie8 in the State.one for colored and
he other for white youth. But we hope when
listing pr ju iices have been modified by the
esisiless logic of education to see them merged
nro one University, which shtill be greater and
rander still than eit er of these.
Pardon mefor this long intrusion and another

igression ; but the enthusiastic joy which 1
eel on finding this " lamp of liberty" in the
lidst of my old borne makes me sing the lines
i tne poet.

"Go ring the bells, and fire the guns,
And fling the starry banners out;

Shout ' Freedom !' till your lisping ones
Give back their cradle shout."
I send several subscribers; they were slaves

ntil the war freed them and could not read,
ut the newspaper instead of the slave driver's
rhip is now their companion.

Tours truly, Don Carlos.

Itreet-Car Transient.Verdict FIyc
Cents.

Vo the Editor of the New National Era:
Disgraceful 1 Insulting 1 In the case of J.

'. Davis vs. the Washington and Georgetown
lailroad Company, the question whether this
ompany has a right to impose any regulation
naking invalid their tickets elsewhere than th<
unction was decided. A verdict was rendered
n favor of the plaintiff, and damages assessed
»y a mixed jury, four of whom were colored, tc
he amount of five cents. It is a matter to be
relcomed by a good many.I don't mean the
age verdiot of five cents.that an end is pul
o the swindling regulation which has been f

ource of great annoyance and a subject ol
jreat doubt. Everybody knows that it renders
he transaction of business among travelers
'ery inconvenient.
A verdiot in favor of the plaintiff is prool

infficient that the law and the facts render the
lefendant gnilty. This being settled, the ques
.ion for the jury then is, what damages there
hall be. In the case related, an intelligent
ury, four of whom were colored, considered
hat the damage done to Mr. Davis, in detainnghim from his medical lecture and his arrival
kt clinical instruction, in which, perhaps, the
nost important, singular, and unfreqnent sur

fical case waa treated, waa only in value five
lenta.
Let me ask Mr. Syphaz if that was hit

pinion of the value sustained by Mr. Davis 1
I so, how appreciative of the value of educa
ion among the race with which he is identified
The decision in the case will certainly pre

rent any further insolence on the part of con

luotors of ungentlemanly manners and tbeii
liseourteous treatment, especially to colorec
lassengers. On the other band the verdict hai
fiven license to the company to continue theii
irbitrary regulations, and thus permit thesi
lind ends of the cars to treat roughly any lad;
»r gentleman who would assert their rights
ind so long as their necks are not broken, o

ome limb fractured, any other damage dom
tan be assessed by another such jury.four o

shorn are colored.and then the company ma;
>et their bottom dollar on a verdict for fiv
lents. We had hoped that the counsel wouli
lave laid special damages. D. A. S.

Letter from Texas.

Austin, Texas, Feb. 16, 1872.
To the Editor of the New National Era:

It mav not be uninterostinir to the reader
»f your loyal and true Republican paper t
read thie latter, coming, as it does, from
"Yankee" carpetbagger" of four years' sc

journ among the "chivalry." Although wha
I am about to say may seem to concern on I
the Republicans of this State, yet 1 regard th
matter as being of direct important interer
to our national party. The true friend" of th
Federal Government, as well as those of ou

present able aad honest State administratior
are immensely in the minority in Texas, no

withstanding the remarkably conciliatory an

philanthropic treatment of the "ex-eoufede
ates" by Congressional enactment and by Stal
executive jurisdiction also. It is only thos
who have lived in the late slave States an

length of time since the rebellion who ca

fully comprehend the fact that the rebels ari

with but lamentably few exceptions, xven ii
oiuainj( iDUBe 01 luem woo ait ouiuuu ^o»*uui

by Executive appointment as Republican
who are not to day just as virulently and d
termioedly opposed to the United States Go'
eminent and its " mndsil" friends as they ev<
were daring the brightest days of their frati
cidal efforts to dissolve the compact that bint
together the States comprising this gre:
Union. It has long since been patent to evei

observing Republican in Texas that a part
the adopted policy of the so-called Democrat
party of this State is to obtain official pov
by some means or other; and, if it can on

be secured by professing Radicalism, why, co

science mast not be tolerated to stand in tl
way of even making oath to the same. Th
fact we have disagreeably exemplified in ha
dreds of instances throughout the State to-da;
men, late of the "Confederacy," who hold p
sitions of power and emolument, who spei
Bepublieaaism, but use their official influen
to its very greatest extent in the propagatii
of the interests of their old friends of the " n

dead but slumbering Lost Cause."
Not satisfied with the magnanimons trei

moot they hate received at the hands of t
National Government is restoring to them i

the rights they ever possessed as eitisens

r> this glorious Republic, and which their wiakt
t rebellion against it forfeited, they still persii
f in an exhibition of their ingratitude to, ar

t hatred of, their conquerors and benefactors
e a degree that is positively amaiing. Conimc
- sense would lead one to eappose that the;
1 even considering their early disadvantages
- moral and mental culture, would be controlle
t by a more sensible, and, to themselves, profi
; able policy; but no.the trite, though not el
i gant saying, "it is a hard matter to teach a

old dog Bew tricks," applies quite apropot
s the Southern Democrat; he is the same to da

precisely that he was when he indulged in h
. "chivalric" nastime of shooting down an

bayoneting the poor starring Yankee prisonei
of Andersonville execration.
There is no dodging the fact that this "coi

ciliatory" policy, which seems to have bee
guiding and controlling the Republican partyiState as well as National ever since the clot
of the rebellion.has had the effect, if not t

quite alienate, at least to shake the confident
of, and, to a great degree, dishearten, many <

its old time, most able, and worthy champion
Soch, however, is the case with the Republics
party in Texas. Nothing but discomfiture an

r utter ruin can possibly acorne to the part
that is so blind to its own interests as to ado[
the policy of "conciliating" its enemies b

r preferring them, in a majority of instances, t
its old and tested friends. By way of illui
trstion, let me cite you to the action of th
late delectable Federal grand jury, adjourne
here a few days since. This august and loyi
body failed to present a single indictment, 01
of several hundred informations, preferre
against rebels, so called Democrats; and ye
upon such questionable authority as that pr
sented by the leaders of the rebel Democrat
of Austin, could reconcile their chivalrous coi
sciences to the finding of an indictment, in tli
absence of any fact or proof whatsoever, again!
his Excellency, Kdmund J. Davis, Governor c

our State.
The openly expressed hatred by the Ku Kin

Democracy of our Governor and present Ni
tional Administration but too plainly show
whether it is safe to trust them longer as pa:
ticipants in the affairs of this State, and, at th
same time, excites our greatest surprise the
they should so openly exhibit their malevoler
hatred of the Government, considering the:
knowledge of the past, and especially the fac
nf thf» nrpafnt. nonHintr nf tKo amnuotu Kill K<

fore the National Senate. "Experience is
dear school, hut fools will learn in no other.
A little less conciliation, and a considerabl

more of dictation, is what their ailment ri

quires; and which, in fact, their own proi
perity, peace, and happiness imperatively d<
mand, and will, I sincerely pray, for the sak
of the welfare of the nation at large, and th
persecuted Republicans of Texas, be adminii
tered to them speedily, and without furtbc
delay. 'Very truly yours,

! Republican.
I
k Personal Difference In the Sennit

Wahhinoton, i). C., Feb. 24, 1872.
To the Editor of the New National Era :

It is deeply to be regretted that personi
differences should arise in the Senate Chambe

r
but it is more deeply to be regretted that sue

uncharitable views should be held by the presi
and persons who, in their zeal to show up th
differences, create greater enmity. " Blesse

*

are the peacemakers, for they shall be calle
' the children of God." It would work immea

urable good to the Republican party if ii
friends would seek to heal the differences whic
exist within it. If they would set themselvc

' to work and cement the friendship of its grei
' leaders. The political crisis is not realize

but by few. What an easy conquest the Dem
' crats would achieve if personal animosity, p'

litical differences, and selfish ends should total!
destroy the Republican party.
The latest edition has been the sale of arn

to the French. Heated discussions, in whit
a display of parliamentary decorum has bet

J totally ignored, have resulted from Mr. Sui
ner's resolution to investigate the matte

* They are not a few in and out of Congress wl
r condemn the Senator in his course. Son
s

persons charge him with a disposition to
' unpatriotic, in charging his own country wi
' fault. It is just the opposite, and any uut
r ased mind will perceive this. Itisdutywhiie prompts Senator Sumner. Since he ha-*

axe to sharpen, he can better afford than mai
^ in the Senate Chamber to be faithful to 1
® constituents, faithful to his country at larg

and faithful to the trust reposed in him.
our country is free from blame in the math
as doubtless she is, can an investigation
supposed errors hurt her T It must of nec<

sity redound to the honor of our statesmen ai

to our Government when faults appearing
s the lightest shade are thoroughly investigat
o and made right. There is personal enmi
a shown to Senator Sumner when he is charg
>- as recreant to his country's honor in trying
it so shield it from blame as to maintain its hon<
y This is duty unalloyed. The moment y
e attempt to make a man or a Government i
it maculate, that moment you create suspicion
e investigating minds; and such persons who
* further than one's ipse dimit, will seek to pro
> assertions, i ne administration ot ticn. Urn

t- has been, npon the whole, one of marked e
d ciency. If the General would promise to do
r worse bat seek to amend errors, as far as in I
ie power, he may hare my rote for the remaind
>e of his days. But is he immaculate T This
J is not prepared to admit himself. It is, the
" highly ridiculous that true and loyal men shot
B< be denounced and called ill names, beoat

they choose, at a time when the country shot
°i know jast how it stands, to call its attenti
s, to errors which hare erept into it, but wh!
e- will creep into the best government under I
t- man rule. Strife and dissension breed hatr
er Unity produces strength. It is, then, of gri
i- importance that the Hepnblioan party shot
l. i : * i tl.. . .
in ue umu'u. me patnuwiBiu now needed is
itt untiring effort to heal the differences ezisti
ry in the Republican party. I would give
of last five dollars to the bearer of the news tl
ic a reconciliation bad been effected between
er two great leaders of the loyal people of t
ly land. There is no fear that Senator Sum
n- will enter the Democratic party, but then
tie great fear that the Republican party, so divid
lis cannot stsuid. The interests of our ooun

b- are of necessity our interests. The Ameri
y; negro has suffered so much at the hand
o- Democratic rule that we will never trust
ik though it makes its sins whioh were as scai
ce as white as snow. I would say to those v

on are pleading eloquently their country's g<
ot name, that the oivilised world has its eye u]

their movements in emancipating the ne,
st- from his social thraldom. Here the oounti
he honor is at stake as much as anywhere e

ill and we do trust that all good men will seek
of maintain it D. A. S

>d I Letter from Ohio.
Bt j
id Mt. Pi.kasant, Ohio, Feb. 21, 1872.
to To the Editor of the New National Era :

in In your issue of January 11th, I noticed a

jr. communication from our place.the sentiments
in of which (I venture to say) meet the appro>dbation of every colored person in our coinmut-nity.as regards the renomination of General
e- Grunt, and the passage of the Supplementaly
ji Civil Bights Bill. I in common with every
to other lo^er of justice had hoped that the bill

iy would become a law, but it has been defeated,
ie The "magnanimous" choose rather to be unidgenerous than to be just and geuerous at the
rs same time.

Senator Sumner's " great speech " in favor
[). ofjustice is one which will ever be appreciated
n by every sufferer from those wrongs which he

has so untiringly labored to remove. He, like
ie the wise Solon, defines that ouly to be the best
;o Govcrwtnent in which an injury done to the
je meanest subject is an insult to the whole Conjfstitution. He, unlike many others, has not for'C At
9. gOlien ine men wno ruintu luc rcstuc ui me

n flag of a country which dared not own them as

d citizens, and who offered their lives on the naytion's altar for rights which they did not enjoy ;
»t that were to a man loyal to the Government,
y when thousands of the more favored prove
;o disloyal, using every instrumentality in their
s- power to revive the doctrine of the dark ages,
le that "might makes right." I see in this hill
d (the amnesty hill as amended by Senator Sura*1ner) two classes of American citizens. The
it one demanding the removal of certain disabili
d ties, which they, in at;empting to destroy this
t, Government, brought upon themselves, and
e which the perpetuity of our institutions required
y should not be removed for a while. I view
i- thein making this demand in the face of the
ic thousands of widows and orphans which fill our
st beloved land, made such through their treachery.
)f I view them making their demand in the pr-s

ence of the many thousand graves ol the noble
s dead which are strewn over our country, from
i- Gettysburg to the Rio Grande,
s I view another class petitioning the guarr-dians of the nation's liberties to protect them
le from unjust pr scriptinn upon public carriers,
it in public schools, churches, hotels, &c.
it They ask these rights because they are rights
ir belonging to every citizen; they ask these upon
it the principle of equal and exact justice; they
3- ask these in return for their fidelity and pa
a triotism; they ask these because in many
" parts of the land of their nativity they have

.:»t t... lift* ..,ir._
;C UClHin OU1CIJ .o« »"«

}. no other reason, than that they dared to be
3- loyal to the Government in the hour of her
3- direst necessity. This is the picture which pre;esents itself, and thus viewing it 1 had hoped
ie the bill would pass, giving pardon to- the one

3- class and justice to the other.
;r 1 read with delight the speeches of RepresentativesWall and Raittey upon the Education

Bill. I, ''like them," am in favor of the bill.
I am in favor of it because its tendency is "the

, more general diffusion of knowledge among the
masses." I am in favor of it because the generalGovernment in it bequeaths to the nation's
youth a boon of vastly more value than position,

ill or title. I am in favor of it because I see in
r, it a willing on the part of Congress to revert
h to, and take counsel from, the parting lessons
9, of the "father of his country." "To promote
ie as a primary object of importance, institutiions
>d for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proidportion as the structure of a government gives
s- force to public opinion it is essential that pubtslie opinion be enlightened." I have to-day sent
:h you the names of two new subscribers for the
;s New National Era, and hope soon to be able
it to send others. I desire that its circulation
id may increase, because the principles it advoo-cates are just and right, and because it is so

o- ably edited by the first representative of our

ly race in tho person of yourself, whose fame is
not confined to one continent, and whose pubislie life Las been as a proclamation to the world

;h that two hundred and fifty years of slavery and
)n barbarity have not been able to extinguish tho
n- last ideas of manhood in our race, but that the
r. vital sDarks of liberty vet live, and as noble men

io actuated by principles of justice remove the
ie remaining relics of barbarism the race will be
be found pressing forward in the road to moral and
th intellectual progress.
>i- Yours, for justice, J. L. Champ.

oo Letter from Texas.
ay
lis Liberty-, Liberty County, Texas,

je, February 16, 1872.
If To the Editor of the New National Era:

Dear Sir: Hoping that you will give this a

of place in your columns, I venture to send you
3s_ the following, viz:
tid The colored citizens of this county assembled
in in the district school house Wednesday evening,
ed and organized the National Civil Rights Assoityciation, in the face of violent opposition by the
ed more timid and apathetic of the audience, lec
to on by Parson A. Venable, who stigmutlzed the
ir. whole affair as a Yankee speculation. Ilowevei
on we proceeded with business. Mr. Wm. II. Rey.
in- nolds briefly stated the nbjocla and purposes ol
in the meeting, touching lightly on the causei

go which made this association necessary, he con

ve eluded his remarks. .Judge Scipio llaldwir
mt and others eloquently addressed the audierict
ffi- for a considerable time. The following officeri
no were then elected, viz: Mr. Win. Jl. Reynolds
lis President; Judge S. Baldwin, Vico President
ler Charles Harris, Secretary ; Jacob Smith, Trea
he surer.

in, A motion was then made that the Parsot
ild and his adherents be ordered out, which wai

me effected without trouble. After half an hour'i
ild debate, the meeting adjourned to meet on Wed
on nesday the 21st inst. We are impatiently await
ich ing the first copy of your paper,
lu- Yours for liberty and equal rights,

ed. Truk Blui.

aid This country imported in 1866 no less thai
an 76,209,397 pounds of rice, and the first quality

sold for 13J cents per pound. Our home prolnB duct, which was 20,113,600 pounds in 1866
my has rison rapidly and pretty steadily since, til
hat it amounted, in 1871, to 92,000,000 pounds
tjie Meantime, the price of first quality has fallei
klB to nine cents per pounu..American Artisan

ner This, bo it remembered, has been achievei
under protection, the duties levied for which
according to our free traders, are taxes, am

ed. nothing but taxes, and keep up price8. xhes
try gentry, headed by the disinterested importer
can °f « «. have been bard at work in WashiDgtoi

, this winter endeavoring to have this duty rc

pealed. The fact is that these importers, sec
tng that our domestic supply is now withii

rlet 2,000,000 pounds of the total foreign and do
rjj0 mestic of lbG6, find their trade slipping away.

, their occupation almost gone. For onr part
we reeoguize the revival of this important in

i>on d us try in the South as a genuine step toward
gro reconstruction, and our sympathies are witl
y'g th« rice planters and the freeduien who worl

for them. It woald be almost criminal in Con
' gress to repeal these duties and prostrate thi

: to interest. Let our friends see that it is no
I. done 1.Pkila. Press.

. . 7

Public lulus-national Law.

Buajr DillTtrMI fejr D. A«(Ulm> Strkktr, ,
at the Oradaatlaf lxtrcltM ( Heward
l'nl>»rtitjr Law Uepartmeat.
There is a grandeur and dignity pervading -1

the science of international law not to be found
in any other branch of jurisprudence. It is
not the positive delaration of any legislature, 8

nor is it a code of elementary speculation ; nor
1

yet iB it the whim and caprico of any lordly
despot To the contrary, international law is *

a system of rules based upon natural justice 1

and established by the uuiveraal consent of r

nations. From the earliest times to the presentdav, it has marked the progress of the age, *

emblazoned the civilisation of the world, trod '

in the foot-paths of scienoe, and, above all, '

has borne a direct and beneficial influence '

upon the Christian religion.teaching nations 1

an enlightened sense of right and jnstice. Its f
maxim is, " Fides est servanda."

If nations saw no reason why good faith should I
be preserved, whyj ustice and benevolence should r

govern their conduct, why war should be the 1

"dernier resort" to redress a wrong, it is easy
e

to see, in such a case, how science, art, com-
c

. t
merce, and religion would be clogged, and in

^what a low condition humanity itself would be.
The law of nations may be traced back, in r

its usages and precedents, to the earliest his- '

tory of man. It has entered into the progress *

of ages, gradually accumulating, until the aggregateby general, though tacit consent '

among nations, has become a comprehensive ^

body of established rules, sanctioned by public f

opinion on the one hand, and thecounless evils 1

of war upon the other, So little was mankind s

accustomed to regard the rights of persons, or "

to perceive the value and beauty of public "

order, that in the most enlightened ages of the n

Grecian Republic, piracy was regarded as nn
1

honorable employment. It was said of the '

Greeks, that they were bound to no duties, nor
^

by any moral law. Prisoners taken in war had v

no rights, and might lawfully be put to death h

or sold as slaves, with their wives and chil
dten.

Chancellor Kent tells us that it is not cer-
e

tain that either the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, '

or any of the States of Greece formed any j
digest even of naval law.
About 900 B. C. the RhodiaBP, celebrated c

for their naval power and discipline, ere-
1

uted, digested, and promulgated a system of
marine law, which was published at Basle in
1561, and at Frankfort 1596. In process of
time these were added to and improved by the
Republic of Amalphi, in which work the disputedgenius of the Kings of France, Spain,
Syria, and Cyprus vied in the honor of the
Consolate del Mare. In the laws of Oleron,
and the renowned Ilanseatic league, the French
Ordinance, a monument of the wisdom of the
reign of Louis XIV, we have another well digestedcode of maritine law, regulating com- ?
meree throughout the four quarters of the
globe.

Despite all this, history informs us that the
law of nations was in a crnde and uncivilized
state, even unto the sixteenth century, so that
rapine and ferocious warefare deformed the !
annals of Europe. In many instances shipwreckedsraugers were made prisoners and sold '

as slaves.guests and heralds killed. Mankind (

seemed doomed to live a constant distrust '

and hostility, and this, it is said, as late as the
time of Cardinal Richelieu.
This condition of affairs was sought to be

changed by the Emperor Charlemagne. And '

by the works of Grotius, Vattel, Bynkershoek,
Burlamaqui, Wheaton, and other great authors
of international law, we find that man do longer
treats man as his natural enemy, and good
faith among nations, is their guiding star.
But to particularise..I shall treat in the

following of public international law, or that
which relates to the intercourse of nations, as

distinguished from private international law,
or that which relates to the intercourse of individuals:

1st. What is a nation f A nation is a societyof people so organised as to govern themselvesindependent of foreign powers. The
first principle then of international law is perfectequality and independence. It is a breach
of the fundamental principle of public law,
when one State voluntarily and without reason

of imminent danger, undertakes to interfere
with another State as to its government and
internal policy. The Spaniards, observes Vattel,violated all rules of right whan they sot

up a tribunal of their own to judge the Inaca
of Peru according to thsir law. So does any
State, great or small, in the eastern or westOS.V*KamisnKov* winInto a fanrfampnt.ftl rtrinfti.

pie of publie luw, directly or indirectly, when
it seeks to rfg-ul&te in any shape whatsoever
the internal policy of another Government,
and this is so, whether it be a great empiro
among nations, or a small island, made by the
ephemeral labors of the eoral insect, in the

' broad expanse of ocean. The danger must be

great, distinct, and imminent, and rest on no
1 vague and uncertain suspicion, to guaranty

interference. It may be questioned whether
' the Prinoe of Orange was justified in his interrferenee with the internal affairs of England,
1 when James II, regarded as having absoouded,

was driven away from the thrane. The Prince
' of Orange's invitation was not mom pmpiili,
' therefore it wm not mom Dei.the prinoiple
' upon which a king is raised to his throne, and
i upon whieh ho must be cast down.
> The American Secretary of State, in 1841,

Mr. Webster, in his letter to Lord Ashbnrton,
declared that it was a manifest and gross im1propriety for the individsulsof one Government,

9 individually or in masses, to interfero in the
" civil conflicts of another State. It is, then,
"

a matter well settled by the law of nations that
r non-interference is the rule, and justifiable interferencethe exception.

The Franco Germanic war, but a short
time ago ended, is the gravest and most
lamentable instance of the banofulness and

I impropriety of an unjustifiable interference
* of one nation with the internal regulationsof another. Neither law nor precedent
i justified the interference of Louis Napa

leon with the Spanish Government in placing
II

nn its throne a German Drince. It may be

argued that France feared detriment to her own
^ existence and welfare; but the Wood of innoIeent men, domestic peace and quiet, the ties
0 of friend to friend, parent to child, ought to be
8 held more saored than national fame centered

in a single man.

France has been the birth-place of science,
a For centuries she hae been the emporium of
>- art and commerce, and the stronghold of litera~ture; to-day she is little lsss than a wreck,
'! having an unstable government and discontent
g within her realm, endeavoring to resuscitate
1 her ruins, by the unhallowed slaughter of some
i of her best men. Free speech has been arg

rested, and anarehy list at her door. Like the
t Edwi of eld, France may now eay, " nostri agri

vastari, oppida expngnari." All this may be

.
- *

kttribnted to indiscretion on the part or sove'eigne,as well as a disregard for the fundanentalprinciples of public international law.
And tbis brings me to that branch of my sub

ect relating to neutrality. It is the right of
leutrai nations to be impartial. One party
ihould not be favored to the detriment of
mother in any shape or form. No fraud must
mter into the proceedings of a neutral, since a

randulent neutrality is no neutrality. In
general, no contract must be entered into ; but
f the neutral power be under contract to fur
lish succor, in this instance only may the
'caasue foederis" e*i<t, and when the ally is the
iggreseor the nentral is relieved. A neutral
tag a right to pursue his ordinary commerce,

t may even carry the enemies goods, subject
hough to seizure by the hostile party. It is
lot lawful to make neutral territory the scene

if hostility, or to attack the enemy while within
ts territory. It is plain then that no belligerent
lower can claim tbe right of passage over

leutral territory unless founded upon previous
reaty. Yet Bynkeshoek says, " that if an

nemy be attacked on hostile ground, or on the
ipen sea, and should flea within the jurisdicionof a neutral's state, the victor may pursue

lim, ' dumfervet opnt.' ".Prizes hronght into
leutral ports cannot bo inquired into as to
heir validity, except the rights of neutrality
vere violated.
The arming of vessels in neutral ports

las been of late a subject of much
liscussion, and is one of grent interest. The
iraetice of nations as declared in 170:t was.

hat tbe original arming and equipping of veselsip neutral ports by the power ot war, for

ailitary service was unlawful ; but the equipaentof vessels fitted for merchandise and war,

,nd applicable to either wa« lawful. In the
aso of tbe Santiseiina Trinidad, it was decided
hat captures made by a vessel, so illegally
itted out were torts and that the orginal owner

ras entitled to the '"just postlimini." If a ship
hould be buiit and manned in neutral ports,
or the purpose of the belligerent parties ; yet
hese facts are not known to the neutral govrnment,by the minister who should see ihat
he government which lie represents is fairly

L ..l..
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ieved fr«>m all responsibility, nor can future

harges be made in consequence of future hosilitiesaccruing out of the aforesaid cir
urn stances.
To decide any question of the laws of neoralitywe hare only to divest ourselves of

echuicalities, and Fquare our actions with the

;o!den rule, "Do ye unto ethers as ye would
lave them do unto you." The rules which
fovern a well regulated household form the
>asis of International law, and are embodied in

he single phrase.natural justiee.
One of the means of a proper understanding

imong nations is by treaty. A treaty is a

lontract between two or more nations conccrnngsome act of omission or commission to take
ififect in the future. It binds the parties from
he moment of its conclusion, which is under
itood to be from the day it is signed. The
fleet of a treaty of peace is the securing of
>eace and the abolishing of war ; and thus bury
n oblivion all original causes of war and dismte.In the United States, the President by
md with the consent of two thirds of the
Senate can conclude a treaty. As a branch of
nternationul law, a treaty should always be
preserved in good faith. It binds the national
'aith and is as obligatory upon nations as

private contracts are upon individuals. It is a

iation'3 mirror of its obligations concerning
;he subject matter treated. A breach of so

lolemn an obligation in the shape of ropudia
;ion or otherwise is dishonorable.
Vattel says, "If a treaty be ambiguous in

my part of it, the party who had the power,
ind on whom it was peculiarly incumb nt to

tpeak clearly and plainly, ought to submit to
the construction most unfavorable to him, upon
the reasonable maxim of the Roman law, '1'ac
\iontm vbsturam nocere in quorum fuit poes'.cUelegem apertius conscribti-e.' "

But there is no doubt a reasonable constructionough to be put upon a treaty. It shonid
receive a i: nerai lnierpreiation, uccoruing io

the intention of the contracting parties. Gain
should be tc tally ignored. Where injuries have
been committed, there should be cempcnsation
adequate for actual injuries only. Consequentialdamages pertain to the office of a jury,
which in such a case shonld comprise the civil: zed
nations of the globe, because n precedent is to

bo established hitherto unknown to internationallaw, and will effect all nations in future.
Every treaty having for its object peace and

harmony is l>nt another instance of the progress
and civilisation of the age.
The Washington Treaty with Great Britain

in 1871 has elevated every man, woman, and
child of the human family in the scale of civilisationindeed. It has raised the standard of!
humanity, opened up the avenues of progress,
and snatched from the barbaric age another of
its inhumanitarian relics.

Great credit is due to the organizers and
framors of this great international law of

peace. It has taught the world the true laws of
brotherhood. The Hercules of the Senate shook
the world with his demand for compensation,
for injury done us at the hands of Kugland..
The wni-1,1 atonal aghast. at, the anriarent iin

periousneas of Young America..The soldier
of peace standing at the helin of our bark, as

with a drawn sword between the vexed powers,
solvod the problem how peace and equal justice
oould go hand in hand..Thus these two great
and good men have inscribed on the pages of
international law a rule of adjustment greater
than which Puffendorf, Bynkershoek, or Vuttel
ne'er conceived.
"God speed our Republic O Father on high,
Lead us in pathways of justice and right;
Let rulers as well as ruled, one and all,
Be guided with virtue the armor of right."'

Equal Right:*.
The Speaker of the lower house of the Mis

sissippi Legislature is a colored man, named
Lynch, only twenty-seven vaars old. He was

intc moll n.rl

possessed of excellent natural abilities. He
is a thorough parliamentarian, a skillful debater,and the peer of any member of the Legislature,white or black. The State which was

the homo of Jeff Davis, the great apostle of
slavery, and where a dozen years ago it would
not have been safe for a person to utter a word
againBt slavery, now has a Legislature largely
composed of representatives of the ensluved
race, and one branch of which is presided over

by one of this same people. Yet a former
slaveholder is glad to accept from a Legislatureso constituted a commission as United
States Senator. Verily, the world moves, and
the bugbear of a doaen years ago, " negro
equality," has not overthrown the foundations
of society..Minneapolis Muincsotian.

.A young lady in Mississippi, who had just
graduated, came home and hitcd a few colored
people, and undertook the experiment of woman
farming. The results at the end of the year
were : Kight banks of potatoes, COO bushels of
corn, and £96'J in cash from the sale of cotton,
after all expenses were paid.
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THE I XIONI lU.PI ULICAX
PARTI.

Ofllrlnl rail for Ihe Convrnllon to Meet In
Philadelphia, June J, in .Nominate CaniM '*

dale* for Prr.lrtent and Vice President. Ht
The underrijtr.t'il, c< n- tri 'g the NationalCommit ci u t.U. held

at Chic i ^'i (>n t e £0 h (t M *y, 1863, hereby ; ^call n convii.' <n of the 1 ton Bepnblioan
i irij ip t cit] of P la, on Wnto-,J|i§day, th't h v f J si *. nt 12 o'clock

candidates Hflfor IV t PimMmI JHof the L'i.nr.I St
Bach S mM intheCoorei to twice the.JMl

number of Scm rs u .d 1! r sentatives to
which it will he <" luted m n.e next National {0ifCongress, und em or. .>Trod territory is autiiormI to.send two delegates.

In calling this (.' ve: , the Committeeremind (!. « <> y prc>n° «»» of the
Union r pub! < ,t« of 1*''.8 have *9fepheen fu .l 1 n
have been rti'.oi r I .< r relations tojr5§the G iter in it. vs : (. mtry have «£:$been faithful.y 1 c <i«h baa been
pregervet). at i 1 i ci t firmly esubpsii' eniilustrat timo, ofthe pu!>i ,i tl.efundrrata ot «|interest 1ms Inn. mi 1 y 11 ancurated. M 3
Dh riirhta hm beenII
protected by Iri ,.a i.rauon encouragedby liberal ' defenders ofajBthe Cnion have . v ri.-m timbered, !®
and the rights id ir, r - i.i r recognized. jfifljLaws have ara Msg enforced,for the pro tec ot . rsons and prop- &&;
erty in a I s< t 1-. ..I suffrage has been3
engrafted on th r I C nsttut.on; the
privileges ami it lofAn cancitizenshiphart law,
and a libera p iicy l is b 1 adopted toward
all who eng iu'ed »i!U < 1 n. Complies- S
tions in d inH|the inter* st ot' p i:. n out the world, £j||while the ruvb h .- maintained. (m
Corruption ha .1 « s- , cfi idera pun- [#?ishcil, rrspons 1 . ny t .r guards es-'Jsstahiished, nub 1 K eublicanparty stands p 1 d 10 e e- t all abuses §£§and carry out alt r- ;.,s t c .ary to maintain fc
the purity and 1 ffi >-v of h pui'ic service. UsIV continue and Ii'-- y e='.i sh us lunda- !&%
mental pr uciples, leci operation ofHjall the citireiiH of the United S'atef. E

wit.1.1 \M rt ir.'i iv .,r m .BU....K.B.U.

Chairman. %.\William K. Chandler, of Now Hampshire, a'j
St cretary. ^gjJohn A. Peters, Mair e. h|I.ike P. Poland, Vermont.

L. 15. Frieee, Rhode Island.
II. II. :akkmeathkr Connecticut.
James Hop-ill, N>-w Jersey.
William II. Kruble, Pennsylvania.Howard M. J skins, Delaware.
H. R. Coww, Ohio.
John Coburn, Indiana.
C. 15. Fabwkll, Illinois. jZacuariah Chandler, Michigan.
J. T. Ayerill, Minnesota.
David Atwood. Wisconsin.
Okoror W. McCrary, Iowa.
C. C. Fulton, Maryland. ?
Franklin Stearns, Virginia.
John Hubbard, West Virginia.
William Sloan, North Carolina. ,1
Thob. W. Osbirne, Florida.
L. C. Carpenter, South Carolina.
John II. Caldwell, Georgia.
James P. Stow, Alabama.
M. 11. Sot thworth, Louisiana. j

A. C. Fisk, MissisatppL
S. 0. Pomkrot, Kansas.
15. F. Rick, Arkansas.
John IJ. Clark. Missouri.
A. A. Burton, Kentucky.
Horace May.vard, Tennessee.
K. 15. Taylor, Nebraska.
James W. Xyk, Nevada.

* 11. W. Corbktt, Oregon.
Georor C. Gop.ham, California.
John 15. Chaffee, Colorado.
W. A. Burlbioh, Dakota.
Sa*les J. Bowrn, District of Columbie.

Washington, D. C., Jan. 11,1372.

Call (in a National Convention of
the Colored People of the

United States.

Columbia, S. C., January 22, 1872.
The following preamble nnd resolutions were

adopted by the " Southern States Convention
of Colored Men," which convened in this city
on the 18th day of October, 1871:
Wheieas, the time fixed for the assemblingof this Convention was very unfortunate, owing

to the important canvasses going on in several
of the Southern States, and the inability of
many good men to attend, in consequence of
the same; ana whereas, many prominent coloredmen disapproved of 9aid call, because
they considered it sectional; therefore be it

Resolved, That the President of this Conventionbe, and i3 hereby, authorized to call a
National Convention of the colored people of
the United States, to meet at the city of New
Orleans, Louisiana, on the second Wednesday
of April, lt<72.

Resolved, That the representation to said
Convention shall be two from each State or

Territory at, large, and one for each twenty
thousand colored voters, and one for each fractionalpart over ten thousand, to be elected
the State may determine.
Pursuant to authority vested in me under the

foregoing resolutions. I hereby call upon tha
colored people of the United States to elect and
commission delegates to assemble in conventionon the day and at the (dace mentioned at 12
o'clock M., to consider their political and ma- 1

terinl interests.
The ratio of representation as laid down in i

the foregoing resolutions, is expected to be 1

strictly adhered to.
Respectfully, .1

ALONZO J. PANSIER,
Presided <f the. " Southern State*

Convention of Colored Men."
Papers friendly to the cause of equality be-

fore the law and the material interests of tha
colored people will please copy.

.A Berlin correspondent of the Cologne
Guz-tte, referring to an entry made on the iid
of May, 1870, by Professor Friedricb in the
diary kept by him at the Ecumenical Council ^
in which the Professor speaks of an understandiing between the Jesuit party and the Tuileriea
in view of a Franco-Pros-Jan war, ob-prvcs that
in well informed circles at Berlin it was well
known at the time that an understanaingof this
kind hud been arrived at. *' It was no secret,
iiitt a notorious fact, that the Empress Eugenie
was entirely utid- r the i' fiuence of the Jesuits
and in constant communication wi:h II >me. and
that she was eager in urtring on the war, wi ich
she repeatedly spoke of as 'ma guerre,' because
she regarded it as a sort of crusade. Toe Emjpress and her clerical adv:scrs represented the
party which was then dominant at the \ atican.
ano iney nnpeu ro piouoic >>v » war mo

they hail inaugurated by the £( umenical CounC'land the Syllabus which had preceded it.
The agent employed to conduct the negotiations
between the Km press (who, alter the departure
of the Emperor to the army, assumed the supremepower as the Regent) ami the d'rectors of
the Papal policy were her Majesty's coofeaaors.
The participants in this pC.i-r of other Court
confessors, such as that at Vienna, was also
reckoned upon. Even Italy wouid, it was

thought, be thus brought over to the cause ;
and if the victories ot Wisscmbourg, Woerth,
and Spicheren bad not so rapidly succeeded each
other, perhaps the calculations made at the
Vatican ur.d Tuilerics lor bringing about a

oalition of the Catholic Powers against Germanywould not have proved fallacious."

.Syracuse is the home of a veritable prodigyin shape of a young man who possesses the
power of singing two parts of a tune at the same
time. His name is Wesley Arnold, and he is a
member of the Syracuse University. A correspondentof the Standard says he astonished a

recent gathering of clergymen by singing
clearly anil sweetly the bass and soprano of
"Old Hundred."


